
CIES Football Survey
Men’s professional football club environment

PRIORITY OF ACTIONS
From most to least requested by fans

Money laundering through football
Racist acts by fans
Violence acts by fans
Match fixing by club officials
Match fixing by players
Racist acts by players
Improving referees’ training
Inflation in match ticket prices
Time wasting
Match fixing by referees
Rules regarding racist acts by players
Improving refereeing quality
Preventing players’ fatigue
Clubs’ indebtment
Players’ mental health
Multi-club ownership rules
Transfers bw clubs with same owner
Misconduct towards referees
Limiting agent fees inflation
Fighting players’ doping
Homophobic acts by fans
Homophobic acts by players
Social media harassment
Financial imbalance between clubs
Rules regarding diving
Sponsoring by betting companies
Sexist acts by fans
Sexist acts by players
Differences in economic regulations
Youth players’ over-training
Transfer fees inflation
Hand foul rules in the penalty box
Limiting minors' international transfers
Protection of referees against players
Improving referees’ remuneration
Offside rule
Limiting the pace of players’ transfers
Use of fireworks by fans
Increasing the use of VAR
Excessive goal celebrations
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Fans’ behaviour
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Spring 2026 / 1,424 respondents
To what extent do you consider it urgent for football governing bodies taking further action regarding...
Possible answers: from 1 = low urgency to 5 = high urgency
Actions requested: answers 4  and 5
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